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Enghsh Landscape Garden

BACKGROUND



The most influential garden designers at that time were William Kent, Lancelot
Brown and Humphrey Repton.

Some of the best remaining landscape gardens can be seen at Castle Howard,
Stowe (most famous of all Landscape Gardens), Stourhead, Painshill (near-
perfect example of a garden designed and constructed purely in the landscape
style).

CHARACTERISTICS

Lines are curved and meandering - rolling hills and winding streams.

There are a series of 'informal' vistas or views punctuated by focal points in the
form of classical temples, ruins, and benches.

The garden is opened up to the surrounding parkland, and the parkland
becomes a part of the garden scheme. This is often achieved by using a 'ha-ha',
or hidden ditch.

Ha-Ha - a dry ditch with a retaining wall on the side of the garden to keep
grazing animals out. From a distance a ha-ha is almost invisible, creating a vista
from the house with no division between the lawn and surrounding meadows.
The sheep and cattle could be kept in the meadows without having fences and
walls breaking up the landscape. Founded by Charles Bridgeman.

Lawns come right up to the house, often at the expense of any regular flower
garden. Fundamental point was to eliminate distinction between the house and
garden.

Plantings of different height, shape, and colour trees and shrubs were used to
construct a balanced view and lines of sight.






— Y -

-y ———— Ll-.l »

& e e . AN ' S, b

. \«...w. R ,-\\ //%d S8 .\.4_.
B o U A ﬁf -
TR T SR LGN A









William Kent (1685-1748)
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Why Rousham Garden? - because it is considered the ‘most complete
and typical’ (C.Hussey, 1967) of William Kent’ s gardens and is mostly
remained the same until nowadays.

It is situated at Rousham in Oxfordshire, England. The house and garden
has been in the ownership of one family since it was built.

The garden design was begun by Charles Bridgeman, the royal gardener,
in the 1720s. In 1737 William Kent was called in to finish Bridgeman's
design and the result is an early example of formal garden mixed with
carefully designed natural landscape style.

“Kent retained the basic plan of the grounds that he inherited, devoting
himself to new structures and imagery of striking eloquence.” (J.D.Hunt)
As William Kent was originally an artist, many authors are referring that
he tryied to create his gardens from painters point of view. As so in
Rousham.

It is sayd that : “Of all Kent’s attempts to create some ‘history painting” in
English landscapes using the resources of both classical and gothick
imagery the most accomplished and pleasing is Rousham...” ( J.D.Hunt)
The main elements of Rousham Garden are: Bowling Green; Praeneste -
the terrace overlooming the river; Vale of Venus; Cold Bath; statues;

temples and other smaller architectural elements.
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Lancelot “Capability” Brown
(1716-1783)
















Blenheim Palace is designed in the rare,
and short-lived, English Baroque style.

The architect selected for the ambitious
project was a controversial one.

The Duchess was known to favour Sir
Christopher Wren, the Duke however,
hired Sir John Vanbrugh.

Vanbrugh, a popular dramatist, was an
untrained architect, who usually worked in
conjunction with the trained and practical
Nicholas Hawksmoor.

Blenheim, however, was not to provide
Vanbrugh with the architectural plaudits
he imagined it would. The fight over

b o )'l
ali Sig 2]

27. The 1t Duke and Duchess (Image: Wikipedia)

led to accusations of extravagance
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Blenheim Park c¢. 1730
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